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INTRODUCTION. 



It is attempted. to present in the following pages the contents of a unique 
manuscript dealing with the rise of the "Atabek's dynasty in Mosul in 521 
A.H. (1127 A.D.) and covers the period of its rule up to the year 608 A. H. 
(1211/12 A.D.) and describes the role of this dynasty during this period 
in the classical time of the crusades. The study also presents a critical analy- 
sis of the text, which is deposited in the Bibliotheque Nationale, Paris, under 
accession No. 818 under the title "Tarikh al Dawla al - Atabekiya, Muluk 
el Mosul", whereas the manuscript itself bears no title or author's name 
as well as it bears no reference to the transcriber or the date of transcribing. 

Before going further in the study of the manuscript, we find it place and 
duty to verify the name of the auther and the title. With regard to the author 
of the work, it is claer from the evidence contained in the text 
that the original manuscript is attributed to Ibn al Athir and this fact is based 
on the references made in the text that his father and brother Magd ed-Din 
Abu el Sa'adat as sources of his inf ormation, and he further directs his reader 
of the manuscript to his book "al Kamel fi el Tarikh". In addition to these 
facts it is also to be added that the correspondence of the majority of the 
events given in the manuscript with those in his book " al Kamel", both in 
wording and frame of events. 

The title of the manuscript, now published, is given in several quotations 
in Ibn al Athir's "al Kamel" as "al Tarikh al Bahir fi al Dawla a 1 Atabekiya" 
and this title was also mentioned in a shortened title as "al Bahir fi akhbar 
Dawlatihim rr !jj „.U-1 J _,*U1 ", and this shortened title is attributed to facilitate 
and obviate repetition of the full title. We have taken the full title given by 
Ibn al Athir for the present publication. 

The original manuscript was written by Ibn al Athir al Gazari to ' place 
on record the history of the dynasty of Imad ed-Din Zanki Ibn Qasim 
ed-Dawla Uskanger in Mosul in 521 A.H. (1127 A.D.) and the author intended 
by so doing is to remind el Malik al Qahir Maso'ud Ibn Nur ed-Din Arsalan 
Shah of the good deeds and justice of his predecessors. 

The manuscript contains 461 pages and each page contains rteen lines 
with seven to ten words each line. The hand writing is clear and generally 
fine work. The hand writing was Naskhi; but unfortunately the transcriber 



has used his local dialect. He also did not tak care in placing the diacritical 
points, his spelling mistakes are also in great numbers. He further did not 
observe to put. an "aleph" of the plural such as "y.j^", l 'j_r<> L ", "A/> He 
also used the open "to" according to his local dialect, instead of the closed 
one "Such as c~a." and he used the closed "t" in words where the "t" is 
generally used open, such as ;\>?! _ r * , He further used his local dialect in 
changing the "i" to a j? and vice versa in words with u j? to "i". 

The transcriber also overlooked the placement of "hamza" when it falls 
at the centre or at the end of the word such as "J*U;", "jL&U", "X", whe- 
reas he used the "hamza" where it is not required such as "._,:>" "«V". He 
used two spellings for the proper names and toponomies such as "uOV 
also written "j^." and "j~L." written " J,^-" and il ^ y .f" written <%:/"• 

These dialetical writings were corrected in order to bring the work into a 
generally accepted standard. 

The manuscript, now published, is copied from an original one which is 
so far not accessible, therefore it is impossible to compare the text with the 
one written by "Ibn al Athir". To overcome this difficulty study was made on 
the books of Abu Shama in "al Rawdatayn fi Akhbar al Dawlatayn", and Ibn 
Qadi Shahba in his "al Kawakib al Durriya fi al Seera al Nuriya".We replied 
mainly on Abu Shama's work because he derived from Ibn al Athir's origi- 
nal copy "al Bahir" and his copy was a lengthy one. 

A comparative check on the text of the manuscript was made on the-re 
lative paragraphs of Abu Shama and Ibn Qadi Shahba, and it was found that 
the transcriber used free hand in changing the words of the original text, and 
to cause correcting the words would mean a total change of the present text. 

The transcriber left so many blank spaces of words he failed to read 
correctly through one reason or the, other, so we have tried to fill these spa- 
ces by checking these items on Abu Shama and Ibn Qadi Shahba and further 
on De Slane's copy. The words added are placed between brackets [ ] 

and a note was made in the footnote to the effect on the relative pages. 

This manuscript was published by De Slane in Paris in 1876 A.D. and 
he no doubt had made a careful study; there are some errors which we give 
hereafter :- 

i) De Slane changed a number of words written in the manuscript by 
other words .which in many cases do not represent the correct idea, 
as such the word " J*Ur" he quote it as " J^>" Q) ■ 

I) Recueil des Historiens des Croisades - Historiens Orientaux. por 

De Slane, p. 6, 211, 364. 



ii) De Slane tried to make a check on poems but he failed. 

iii) De Slane oversighted some of the events also, he missed the portion 

relating to the Caliph al Mustazhir on the grounds as mentioned by him, 

that this geneology does not relate to the crusades. 

We do not wish to expand our study by quoting errors in this juncture, 
but we leave this subjct to a separate study ; and this does not lessen the 
effort done by De Slane who succeeded in one part and failed in the other. 

And lastly thanks are due to Dr. Mohammad Abdul Hadi Shaira of Ein 
Shams University, Dr. Mohammad Mustafa Ziada of Cairo University, Dr. 
Ahmad Fikri of Alexandria University and Dr. lzz ed-Din Ismail of Ein 
Shams Uuiversity and to others who Helped in preparing this study. 

January 1963 Abdul Kader lolaymat 



al-Tarikh al-Bahir 

- Fi - 

al-Dawla al-Atabekiya 

- By - 

iBN al ATHIR al-GAZARI 
(555 - 630JV.H.) 
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Edited and Annotated 

- by - 
A.A. Toiaymat (M.A.) 



